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Notes on "Shoe Fantasies"
These sculptures were conceived in Rome, Italy, and
Athens, Greece, where I lived from late December, 1978,
until the summer of 1979. The weather was uncharacteristically cold in Rome, and my fingers were too cold to
draw in my room or in the unheated cafes. After three
weeks I went to Athens, where I was able to afford a
warm room and to begin a record of ideas and impressions in my sketchbook.
Each morning I worked in my room; in the afternoon I
went to visit the ancient ruins, the museums and the
churches. Finally in Athens I began to model a sculpture
in clay, and the completed sculpture was cast in plaster.
Each succeeding sculpture, taken from the ideas in my
sketchbook, was also put into clay and then into plaster.
The ruins, the architecture, the people in the streets,
even the Greek alphabet, were fertile territory for a
sculptor recording his reactions to a different society
and visual scene.

Charles H. Forrester has been a member of the
Department of Art at Western Kentucky University
since 1965. Previously he lived in Florence, Italy, and
in England, where he taught sculpture at the Salford
Technical College. He recently spent a sabbatical
leave in Italy and Greece.

Forrester's sculptures have been shown in regional
and national juried exhibitions in the United States
and England. A number of works have been commissioned for public buildings. A bust of Ivan Wilson is installed in the Ivan Wilson Fine Arts Center at Western.
Two of his sculptures are on view at the Production
Credit Association in Glasgow, Kentucky. A small
bronze sculpture, "Kneeling Figure," recently was purchased by Citizens National Bank from the 1st Annual
Juried Art Exhibition at the Capitol Arts Center.
This exhibition is presented by the Capitol Arts Center
as the first of a series of shows featuring new works
by artists in Southern Kentucky.

/

I returned to Italy in early April via Yugoslavia. In Rome I
settled down to the same routine I had in Athens, and I
created more sculptures in plaster. All of my sculptures
began to relate to a common theme which caused me to
call them the "Shoe Fantasies" series. The image of a
shoe, sometimes fleeting and ambiguous, was present
in each sculpture. The sculptures assumed titles which
expressed their individual form: "Shoe as Architecture,"
Shoe Ship," "Shoe Box," etc.
The drawings in this exhibit were also developed from
my sketchbook and are ideas which seemed to belong
to two-dimensional works.

Charles H. Forrester
October, 1981
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SCULPTURE

Shoe-fly Pie

Drawings

1

Shoe as Reclining Figure

Plaster

2

Shoe as Portrait

Bronze

3

Boot with Spurs

Plaster

4

Shoe Ship

Bronze

5

Shoe as Architecture

Bronze

6

Shoe as Trophy

Bronze

7

Shoe Box

Bronze

8

Toe Shoes

Plaster

·9

Shoe Tree

Plaster

10

Puss in Boots

Plaster

11

Fly Me

Bronze

12

The Heel

Plastic

13

Shoe Ship II

Plastic

Shoe Box (7)

Sculpture

All sculptures are available in bronze
or cultured marble.

Boot as Earthwork

WORKS ON PAPER

Shoe as Architecture (5)

Included in the exhibition are a selection
of drawings and small sketches from the
"Shoe Fantasies" series.

A price list is posted in the gallery.

Cover: Shoe Ship (4)
Tap Shoe

Shoe as Trophy (6)
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